How to properly dispose of old medications
South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control
QUESTION: What should I do with unused or unwanted medication?
ANSWER: Flushing medication down the toilet is now discouraged as it poses a threat to human health and the
environment. You should dispose of unwanted medication in your household trash by following these steps.



Keep the medicine in its original container. The labels may contain safety information and the caps are
typically child proof. Leaving the content information clearly visible, cover the patient’s name with a
permanent marker.



Modify the medicines to discourage consumption. For solids, such as pills or capsules, add a small
amount of water to the bottle to at least partially dissolve them. For liquid medicines, add enough table salt,
flour or powdered spice (such as turmeric or mustard) to make a pungent, unsightly mixture that discourages
anyone from taking it.



Seal and conceal. Tape the container’s lid shut with packing or duct tape. Place it in a bag or container
such as an empty yogurt or margarine tub to ensure that the contents cannot be seen.



Discard the container in your garbage can. Do not place it in the recycling bin.

For more detailed instructions, see the "Proper Disposal of Unwanted Medicine" fact sheet.
More information also is available about how to dispose of needles, syringes and lancets.

Lexington County Sheriff's Department: Project Rid-A-Med
The Lexington County Sheriff's Department has set up 10 locked boxes in readily accessible locations throughout
Lexington County to deposit any unwanted or outdated prescription medications for proper disposal. Properly
disposing of unwanted medicines keeps them out of the wrong hands and reduces the impact on our environment.
For more information, contact the LCSD Crime Prevention Unit at (803) 785-8230.
Locations:












Sheriff's Department Headquarters: 521 Gibson Road, Lexington, SC
North Region Service Center: 111 Lincreek Drive, Columbia, SC
South Region Service Center: 102 Airport Road, Pelion, SC
Batesburg-Leesville Senior Center: 241 Highland Save, Batesburg-Leesville, SC
Pelion Senior Center: 210 Pine Street, Pelion, SC
Gilbert/Summit Senior Center: 409 Broad Street
Pine Ridge Senior Center: 2973 Fish Hatchery Road
Swansea Senior Center: 197 North Lawrence Street, Swansea, SC
Seven Oaks Park: 200 Leisure Lane, Columbia, SC
Crooked Creek Park: 1098 Old Lexington Hwy, Chapin, SC

